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On numerous occasions, Jesus was hounded by these so-called,
"Keepers of the Law." On one such occasion , a grovp of Pharisees, including
some Sadducees, asked Him what slgns they should look for from heaven.
Jesus responded by saying to them, uVf/hen it is evening, you say, (It will befair
weatherrfor the sky is red,t And in the moming, (There will be o storm todayrfor
the sky is red ond threatening,' Do you know how to discern the appearunce of the
sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?t'[Matthew 16:1-3].

Not a day goes by that we're not besieged by all sorts of signs. But, they
are there for a reason. Some serve to warn us of impending darryer. While
others are intended to ward offunwelcomed encroachments. For example,
when golfers attempt to reffieve their golfballs from the yards of homeowners!

Whatever their pu{pose may be, we should pay attention. Yet, how often
we fail to heed these warning signs! Presumptuousness and sheer stubbornness
can have disastrous results.

I'11cite two recent examples. Two of our newest Navy warships have
recently collided with acargo ship and a commercial tanker. Both instances
occurred near shipping lanes, which should have alerted men on the bridge to
be vigilant.

Largetankers must be given a wide berth. It takes several nauticalmiles
to alter their course and speed. Yes, on the high seas, both time and distance
are crucial. In this modem age, it seems inconceivablethat such collisions
could occur. Regardless of weather conditions, both cofllmercial andmilitary
ships have atther disposal the latest technological GPS systems, state-of-the-
art computers, radar and sonar devices; not to mention able-bodied seamen
keeping a watchful eye on deck.

Dereliction of duty on the part of a few Naval officers and crew, has
resulted in the dismissal of a Vice Admiral (three stars) in charge of theTb
fleet. Needless lives were lost. Careers were ruined. For no other reason than
inepfiress and carelessness !
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Yes, we all must be made aware of our surroundings. We must keep a
watchful eye out on what lies ahead. In his epistle, Jude warns us of
impendingdanger. He's telling us to 'be on our toes'. Just as the Lord had
warned these teachers of the Law. Yet, they, too, refused to see: "the signs of
the times." To avoid such catasffophes, we need to use discemment...spiritual
discemment. And, the only way to insure our safety is to stay riveted to the
Word of God. Just as the psalmist writes: (Thy word is a lamp unto myfeet,
and s light anto my path" [Psalm I 19:105].

Jude puts it this way: TO BE FOREWARNED IS TO BE
FOREARMED (repeat).

This morning's passage begins with these words: KBut, dearfriends,
remember whst the apostles of our Lord lesus Christforetold." Just what were the
apostles warning us about? They told us that in the "Last Days", andprior to
the Lord's retum, there would be mockers and scorners who disguise
themselves as wise sages. But their hearts arc fu from God. They are unable
to discem the moving of the Holy Spirit.

It's not a case where these apostates had 'follen into eror"; something
that we're all prone to do. No! Of their own volition, they deliberately have
tumed away from the truths of God. What's even more egregious, they
attentptto lead us astray. Through persuasive arguments, they weave their
web of deceitwithin the confines of the Church. They serve as mere pawns of
Satan.

Although Jude is the only letter in the New Testamentthat is devoted
entirely to these comrpt apostates. There are other epistles who address
concerns about these falsifiers of truth [e.9., 1 Timothy 4:1,2;2 Timothy 3:l-5;
4:l-3;2Peter 2:l-3:4; I John 2:18;2 JolnT-111. So why should we be
surprised when false teachers and heretics have stealthily crept into our
churches, today;just as they did in the apostolic era? Jesus aptly describes
them as: Kravenous wobes wearing sheep's clothingn [Matthew 7:151.

My friends, the only antidote to combat such grievous offenses is to read,
to understand, andto apply God's Word in matters of faith ardpradrce.

Jude then exhorts us to: PERSEVERE TO THE END (repeat).

Jesus' half-brother exhorts us to persevere wherein he says: (But you,
dearfriends, by bailding yourselyes up in yoat most holyfoith and praying in the

Holy Spirit,n Andbecause we have been forewarned; we have been forearmed.



We can be comforted in knowing the promises of God. Our faith is
emboldened with the knowledge that we are well-anchored from the tempest
storms of life. By the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, we seek to do good
works. And we do so for no other reason than to bring glory to our God and
Father through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Yes, we can do all things through Christ who sffengthens us. But not in
our own strength. How often you've heard me say, "God works in us; despite
us!" Paul put it this way: (The Spirit helps us in our weakness;for we do not
knot how to pray os tye ought, but the Spirit Himself intercedesfor us with
groanings too deepfor wmdst'[Romans 8:261.

Jude is encouragrngus to remain shielded by the love of God in the
Person of Jesus Christ, as we anxiously awaitHis glorious return. Until then,
come what may. In good times, and in difficult times, through parn and
solrow, gains and losses. If, we persist. If we will but persevere. We will not
have done so in vain. Or, as Paul so eloquently says: 'cFor f consider thot the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory thot is to
be revealed to us" [Romans 8:18].

To visual ize whattperseverance means, NASA launched the Voyager I
and 2 space probes n 1975 and 1977. They were programmed to explore
Jupiter, Satum, Uranus and Nepfune. If all went well, they would continue
their joumey towards interstellar space ryfM). This project was intended to
last four years. Now, after four decades, these space probes are still sending
backenhanced colonzedphotos of our solar system. These robotic devices
have helped to unveil a few of the wondrous mysteries of our solar system.
But, for the believer, this project has validxedthe immensity of God's creative
handiwork!

Like the Voyager Project, we, too, must persevere. Or, as someone once
said, "We're in it for the long haul." Unlike the Voyager probes, which are
propelled into space by the gravrtattonal pulI bf neighboring planets, rwe are
propelled by the Holy Spirit as we explore new vistas!

Finally, Jude implores us to: EXTEND GRACE AND MERCY TO
OTHERS (repeat).

Jude draws a distinction between those who are deceivers from those
who are being deceived. John MacArthur lists three categories of individuals
who have yet to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
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First, there arc the sincere doubters. Those who are seekers, but have yet
to find their way. They deserve our compassion, forbearance andpatience.
Such people truly want to believe, but arc plagaedby naggtng doubts.

Secondly, there are those who have been ensnarled, captivated, or
enticed by false teachers. We must never forget that one of Satan's favorite
ploys is to reveal just enough truth to make it plausible or reasonable to
assume. Like a moth drawn to light, such people are captivated. It's been
said: "The devil doesn't come to you with aredface andhoms. Instead, he
comes to you disguised as everything you ever wanted."

Finally, there are those who have become disciples of apostates through
sheer ignorance, or spiritual blindness. They, too, deserve our compassion, but
minced with a healthy dose of apprehension.

Whatever classification people find themselves in, we must use due
caution by exercising soun aAiatiiatdiscipline. We must never a1low the
church to be infiltrated with lies, innuendos, 'half-tratls'or a 'watered-down'
gospel. And yet, this is precisely what's happened in our mainline Protestant
denominations. They are nothing more than counterfeiters!

Oh, how easy it is for us to fall into eror. Errors in judgment. But
remember this: "Ignorance is NOT bliss"! Inhis timeless wit, Will Rogers,
observed: "Good judgment comes from experience, and alot of that comes
from bad judgment."

Jude ends his letter on a distinctly positive note. He offers his readers
one of the loveliest benedictions found anywhere in the Bible. In these closing
verses, Jude desires to bolster our courage where he reminds us that Christ
promises to protect us as we await His glorious return.

Yes, despite all our careless foibles, God's inesistible love and His
unfathomable merry can and will save us from ourselves. May God have
mercy as the day draws ever nearer to either His retum, or when we make our
final voyage homeward bound!

Let us pray...


